
 

THE PREZ SEZ… 
 

GREETINGS: From our front deck in Bay Harbor…. 
 
It has been an unusual and extreme winter with snow, sleet and many windy days.  Many of our 
neighbors have lost valuable plants that will need replacing and suffered damage to their beach 
houses from frozen water pipes. 
 
Already, most of us are longing for “THE GOOD OLD SUMMERTIME” with longer days of    
sunshine on our semi-tropical island.  The frozen pipe situation has been addressed in our   
newsletter by Charlie Winsor.  He does an excellent job of explaining how to protect exposed 
pipes from freezing weather. As you replace your pipes and plants we want to caution all    
neighbors to be especially mindful of rattlesnakes.  ‘‘YES RATTLESNAKES’’, Rattlesnakes tend 
to hide under foliage and around steps. “BE CAREFULL’’,  Many rattlesnakes have been spotted 
in our neighborhood.  The rattlesnake’s colorization especially helps them blend into the sand. 
 
As a board, we would like to remind everyone of their responsibility to keep our neighborhood 
safe and peaceful.  Because we are in a low crime area, it is easy to let our guard down. Here 
are a few suggestions to secure your property. 
 
 Get to know your neighbors 

• Exchange phone numbers ( home, work, cell) 
• Learn each other’s routines, schedules (guest visits, scheduled workers)  
• Check on elderly neighbors 
• Volunteer to pick up your neighbor’s newspaper when they are gone 
   

 Don’t be a Target 
• Have plenty of lighting around your home 
• Don’t leave windows or doors open 
• Leave lights on inside your home or use a timer when you’re gone 
• Lock your car 
  

 Get out and About - Walk around your neighborhood or sit on your front porch 
    

 Report Suspicious Activity 
• Call 911 whenever something looks unusual (strange cars, people checking out houses) 
• Have a pen and paper handy to write down details that could help police 
    

 Keep  Our  Neighborhood Neat and Clean— 
• Pick up trash, even if it’s not yours 
• Keep yards maintained and looking good 

 
These five easy steps can help protect your community.        
                                                       Continued on page 2 
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                     FROZEN PIPES?! 

Greetings Bay Harbor residents.  As you might 
have heard, the President, Bob Seay and myself 
drove the streets of Bay Harbor after the last 
freeze to check on leaking pipes.  Please under-
stand, we drove the streets and viewed each 
home looking for evidence of broken water pipes 
that might be visible from the street.    During 
our drive we identified approximately 6 homes 
suffering from leaky pipes.  Three residences 
had residents at the homes taking care of the 
problem.  We turned off the water of three 
homes where water could be observed spraying.   

If you have a sprinkler  
system then you most likely 
have an anti-flow valve 
which is extended up out of 
the ground.  During a 
freeze those valves will 
freeze as most are plastic.  
I  have a sprinkler system 
and I    insulate the pipes 
and wrap a towel around the 
top valve and then cover 
with a   plastic bag.  I've 
never had my anti-flow 
valve break.   

Another "weak point" to freeze is where the   
water comes into the house.  Normally, there is 
a shut off valve on that line which controls all 
the water coming into the house.  The water line 
coming out of your slab or the ground should 
surely be fully insulated.  It is advised if you 
turn your water off due to an upcoming freeze 
then be very sure you open all faucets down-
stairs and even a few faucets in the house to 
drain water out of the pipes.  Water standing in 
a pipe during a freeze will surely cause you   
concern once the frozen water thaws.   

It would help all neighbors for all to forward 
contact information to our association secretary, 
Gail Choate, at gailchoate@sbcglobal.net.  If 
any  irregularities are spotted at a home like 
water leaks, etc., then it can be reported to 
Ms. Choate and she can contact the home   
owner.  We all work together for the protection 
of each other's property.   

       Charlie Winsor, Past President 

     The Prez Says, cont.  
 

In closing, have a safe spring and see you on 
the beach.   
 

Be sure to check out our website: wwwbhiatx.org 
for additional  information.        
            

                   Your Prez, Bob Seay 

http://www.bhiatx.org


 



  
 

  





   

REMEMBERING DEAR NEIGHBORS 
 
Sadly, two long time residents of Bay Harbor have passed away recently.   
 
Hal Condara, whose beautiful gardens will always be remembered, passed away Nov.21, 2017       
 
(see http://www.legacy.com/obituaries/houstonchronicle/obituary.aspx?pid=187320533)   and 

  
Terry Bradshaw, otherwise known as the lighthouse of Bay Harbor for the number of boat    
rescues he assisted with in our channel, passed away Jan. 24, 2018.     
 
(see http://www.galvnews.com/obituaries/article_83dd0a23-6642-5fe7-aaf7-17d1e0a0dda9.html) 
  

YOU, TOO, CAN RECYCLE !!! 

  



 
The annual Christmas party sponsored by the garden club was held at the home of Margaret & 
David Labbe who hosted the event along with Dana and Tim Kurtin.  Over 50 residents attended 
sharing the delicious hors d’ouers and an  Italian dinner prepared by the hostesses and partici-
pating in the always fun Chinese present swap.   
 
The club presented the past president, Pam Williams, with a commemorative 
Christmas stocking and Irene Burgess was elected as the new President for 
2018.  Many thanks to the Labees and Kurtins for a most memorable party!  
Pictures follow.   
 
Irene has started planning activities for the new year and is open to ideas 
from all.  The first meeting will be held at her home, 4111 6th Street, on 
Saturday, February 24th at 10am. Peggy Cornelius of Tom Thumb Nursery 
will speak about the organic garden.  Snacks and drinks will be provided and 
Peggy usually brings a small seasonal plant to offer attendees. 
 
Members are reminded that it’s dues time so bring your $20 per family    
annual dues.  There are 6 meetings per year that are scheduled for the last 
Saturday of the months of February, April, June, August, October and the 
Christmas Party held some time in December    

 

LATEST WORDS ABOUT OUR BIRD ISLAND FROM PHILIP SMITH...  
 
2/1  I have not touched base in awhile but wanted to give you a quick update on a small grant GBF has received 
from USFWS for the island. 
 
Initially we were looking to band-aid the failed geotubes on the west bay side, similar to what we did a few 
years back with the reef balls.. However, after seeing the erosion from Harvey and recent high tides we are look-
ing to have a detailed elevation survey of the island. 
 
The new survey would be compares to surveys after initial construction to see how the island has changed since 
2011. We would then use this info to hopefully be able to pursue larger funds to add more material back to the 
island (while at same time dredge channel again) and provide more significant protection of the island for a 
longer term benefits to wildlife. Of course if we are fortunate to get to a point of being able to do more work to 
the island we would work closely with the community to make sure y’all on board with the project, what it hopes 
to accomplish, what it would look like, etc. 
  
If you have any question or concerns let men know. I would be happy to meet with board, etc if needed. 
 
2/13  I am sure you have heard that GBF has a small grant and would like to survey the project area to get a 
good snapshot of the state of the island and compare that to pre-project and post construction state. We are 
hopeful that this information may allow us to seek additional funds to restore the island once again and to be 
able to provide a more long term solution to protecting the island. This would hopefully include dredging the 
channel once again. 
  
We are currently reviewing survey transect locations and hope to be able to survey in the very near future. I will 
let you know when we have dates of survey and at that time we would most likely request access to launch a 
boat a the boat ramp. I have old keys to the ramp  but do not have current keys. 
  
I just wanted to make sure to get you in the loop and I will be in touch once we have the survey lined up. If you 
have any questions, etc. don’t hesitate to give me a shout. 
  
Thanks! 
Philip   psmith@galvbay.org Phone: 281-332-3381 x 210 | Fax: 832-284-4982 
   www.galvbay.org  1100 Hercules Avenue, Suite 200, Houston, TX, 77058  

mailto:psmith@galvbay.org
http://www.galvbay.org/


 

2017   Christmas  Party! 
 

The hosts !! 

And you get a present, .. 
and YOU get a present…..  
… everyone got a present!! 

Neighbors  
meeting  
neighbors  

Look at what 
I got!!! 

More presents! 



 To provide an article or place an ad, you can call or write Pam Williams, Editor of the Heron.  
 

(409) 750-2400 or pwilliams0601@sbcglobal.net 

Heron Advertising Rates 

     Rate:           Per Edition        4 Editions get 1 Free! 
     Business card size (3.5 x 2)           $ 5.00    $15.00 
     1/8 page (2.75 x 5.5)    $15.00    $45.00 
     1/2 page (5.5 x 8.5)    $25.00    $75.00 
     Full page (8.5 x 11)    $50.00    $150.00 

Bay Harbor Classifieds 
Rates: For a 2" wide, $2.00 per line (minimum of 3 lines). 

Visit our website at www.bhiatx.org 

   
  

 

 
2018 Dues Reminder !! 

 
Just a reminder to pay your 
dues of $150 to BHIA. 
 
Your dues supports our Bay 
Harbor Improvement Association 
including access to the piers, 
boat launch, pavilion, socials, 
civic updates and more. 
   
If you believe you have sent 
your check, make sure it has 
cleared your bank and Bay   
Harbor’s account was stamped 
on the back. 
  
If you had a pier/boat launch 
key last year, you must turn it 
in to receive a the key for 
2018. 
 
Call me if you wish to discuss 
your  status with BHIA. 
  
Sincerely, 
 
Gail Choate, BHIA Secretary/                 

Treasurer 
  gschoate@sbcglobal.net 
  409-737-1707 
  4016 Fourth Street 



Upcoming Events 

Visit our website at www.bhiatx.org 

       FEBRUARY 
 

      2-13  Mardi Gras! Galveston  
 10    BHIA BOARD MEETING—home of Dale Mohn 
 17 WGIPOA meeting 9am at Galveston Country Club 
 21 GAIN meeting 5:30pm at Moody Mansion 
 24 BHIA Garden Club Meeting-home of Irene Burgess, 4111 6th St.  
  

            MARCH 
 

 03    Galveston Art Walk 6-9p  
 17 WGIPOA meeting 9am at Galveston Country Club 
 21 GAIN meeting 5:30am at Moody Mansion 
        

                   APRIL 
 

 TBA BHIA Board Meeting—home of Bob Seay, 4122 7th St. 
  5-9 Tall Ship Festival-Galveston Seaport 
       08    Ironman 70.3 Texas 
 21    Galveston Art Walk 6-9p 
      17-22 16th Annual Featherfest and Nature Photofest              

      18 GAIN meeting 5:30pm at Moody  
 21 Galveston Island Wine Festival 
 21 WGIPOA meeting 9am at Galveston Country Club 
       21    Historic Downtown Lofts Tour  
 28 BHIA GARDEN CLUB MEETING-TBA-see website for update 
       28 Galveston Island Beach Revue 
      26-29 Third Coast Music Festival 
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